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Why Is the Resurrection so Important?

Pastor Darryl Hollenbeck

There is little dispute among Christians that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most important event

of all time. It is through the resurrection that Christ declared His deity,
"Concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was
declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit
holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 1:4)

...that we have hope,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy h
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead." (1 Peter 1:3)

...that He proclaimed light to both Jew and Gentile alike,
"So, having obtained help from God, | stand to this day testifying both to small and great, statil
nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was to
fer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light
both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles." (Acts 28332

...that He furnished proof to all men,
"Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all pec
everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in rigt
eousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising
Him from the dead." (Acts 17:381)

...and that He guaranteed our own resurrection,

"But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible fc
Him to be held in its power." (Acts 2:24)

It stands to reason then, that we should assign the same level of importance to our preparation in de-

fending the validity of the resurrection. It is an event worthy of study, evaluation, and knowledge. It is

the very event by which Christ identifies His power to save us.

Christianity is a historic faith, clearly based on historical fact. If Confucius were to disappear from the

pages of history, Confucianism could still exist. If Buddha were to be scratched out of the history

books, Buddhism could still exist. If Christ, however, were to disappear from history, Christianity

would crumble. Our faith rests squarely on the historical fact of the death, burial, and resurrection of

Jesus Christ.

God loved us so much that Christ died for us (John 3:16, Romans 5:8). But He didn't stay dead. He

demonstrated His deity and power by coming forth from the tomb and presenting Himself alive again,

putting an end to the agony of de@omans 1:4, Acts 2:24). If we do not acknowledge, study, and

understand this aspect of our Christian heritage in real time and space then we diminish, even negate,

the love (seen in His death) and power (seen in His resurrection) of God.

The resurrection of Christ is also meaningful to non-Christians. To the non-believer it is powerful

proof that God exists, and that He has the power to perform supernatural acts. When a dead man rises

from the grave, walks and talks, one tends to take notice. | would go so far as to say that the historical

fact of the resurrection renders much of the proof of God's existence nonessential. The resurrection

clearly demonstrates the power of God and thus implies the existence of God.

Likewise, this great event is a testimony to the accuracy and divinity of the Bible. Dozens of prophe-

cies were recorded about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus hundreds of years before they oc-

curred. Amazingly these prophecies were fulfilled in chilling detail while He was present on earth.

Both believers and skeptics can find benefit and life-changing value in a study of the resurrection of

Jesus Christ. It is an event like no other; one which changed the direction of the world, forever.
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Our Response

Christians stake their entire faith on the resurrection of Christ because it is only through this event that forgiveness can come. The

gospels and the historical evidence bear out this claim that Jesus rose from the dead. The question is what will you do with the

evidence? It has been God's practice to give evidence to those who are willing to respond. Christ appeared to His disciples because

they were willing to believe when given enough evidence. He will not give evidence to those who refuse to believe.

And after eight days again His disciples were inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut and stood
their midst, and said, "Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and reach here
your hand, and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving, but believing." Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my
God!" (Jn 20:2628)

Thomas was willing to accept the evidence he saw. The question is, how much evidence will it take for us? As Christ states in the

very next verse, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed."

There is much more evidence for the truth of Christ's message than is presented here. This is only a brief sketch of some of the

historical evidence. There is also the evidence of fulfilled prophecy from the Old Testament, as well as other kinds. The point is

that the evidence exists. If the evidence is weak and unconvincing, then we can throw Christianity out and look elsewhere. But if it

is true, the message of Jesus Christ applies to us. And we must be willing to submit to it, regardless of what it says about us.

God demands humility from us. If He is indeed our Maker, we cannot approach Him with an attitude that is arrogant and demand-

ing. We must approach Him on His terms. Christ spelled out those terms: mankind is in rebellion toward God and in need of for-

giveness. This is exactly what Christ came to offer. "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent

Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death(int6:2f. And also, "I came that they

might have life, and might have it abundantly" (Jn 10:10).

Abundant living is attained by living for Jesus. Believing in Jesus is more than an acknowledgement of His existence, but rather

demands a faith evidenced by action. The actions are those which seek to fulfill the desires of Jesus Christ as commanded in the

Great Commission (Matthew 28: 18-20).

Here at Spring Green Community Church, we are actively pursuing the Great Commission by seeking to reach the River Valley

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This Easter seasonon SGCC
April 3 & 4 and a concert by Christian recording artist Jason Gray on April 11. Find details in this newsletter.

Easter Sunday, each child will receive an Easter package, face painting, and, as an added bonus, Jason Gray will lead us in wor-

ship. This will truly be a remarkably blessed time for all. | praise God for all of you and the contributions you make.

God Blessings (Z:S

Jason Gray website: http://www.jasongraymusic.com

Y ©)

April/ May Messages

4/5/2009  Jesus TrendS Mark 11:1-11
On Palm Sunday, Jesus topped the popularity charts. How does he fare today?

41212009  The Big Empty: corinthians 15:1-11
On Easter morning, we have to pass through some cold and empty tombs on
the way to resurrection life.

Series: Fireproof Your Relationships
4/19/2009 He Said/She Saidkphesians 5:21-33
How do we fulfill our godgiven in marriage?

a126/2000 He First Loved Usl1 John 4:7-19
Do you know gods love? How do you reflect that love to your spouse?

5/03/2009  Love for a Lifetimematthew 19:3 6
%N XNT TMCDQRS@MC SGD yBNUDM@MSXx M@S||T| QD

5/10/20090 Breaking Freei Corinthians 10:11-13
Are temptations or addictions threatening your marriage?
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In Reach, Missions, Food Pantry Update Page 3

& David Cry
DM E As a part of our new governance model, it is my privilege to be involved in the above noted
/,,,, ministries here at SGCC. The In Reach ministry is renamed from Events, the mission area is
/ being revitalized, and the food pantry continues to be a much appreciated community asset.
Il 6d i ke to tell more about all three.

In Reach Ministry. This area focuses on improving and expanding relationships among our
church family. Events and activities are designed to help us more fully appreciate each other as a community of believers and to
encourage fellowship.

The ministry is under the capable leadership of Kathy Kieler, Violet Touchton, and Eva Cry. They are assembling teams of vol-
unteers to assist in fellowship gatherings, potlucks, movie nights, recreation, church dinners, cooking classes, banquets, fu-
neral meals, etc.

There are specific church-wide monthly events already planned for 2009, starting with a Cinco de Mayo night on Saturday May
2", Look for additional specific info in this newsletter. Plan to be a part of each monthly activity.

Missions. This vital and caring ministry has lost some of its focus in the last several years. Blair Anderson and I,
along with eight missionary liaison contacts, intend to change and improve our mission efforts and attention. We are in the
midst of a comprehensive survey of each of our eight missionary families. The survey will serve as a tool to reconnect with all
of them. We will know their background, current projects, support information, and specific prayer needs. We then will have
one liaison person who will champion the cause and needs of that particular missionary family and serve as the primary point of
contact to each of them. In general, we want to raise the awareness of these missionary servants and their respective fields of
service. If you are interested in one of these eight liaison positions, please let me know ASAP.

Food Pantry. This ministry continues to function well under the leadership of Ron & Mary Robson, Wayne Farra &
Maya Madden, and a host of other volunteers. It provides a much needed service, especially in these economic times, to ap-
proximately 80 families each month. In addition, it is a wonderful reflection on our community and our church. It is the classic
example of scriptural teaching to love others as we love ourselves. To all who serve in this ministry on a continuing basis, our
thanks and appreciation.

These are just three areas of opportunities among many in our church. Please let any of the leaders mentioned above
know if you are interested in serving in any of these respective areas. Seek these folks out and thank them for their service.
They are committed to serving our Lord, our church, and our church members. Thanks for reading.

CHURCH BOARD REPORT
BY: BLAIR ANDERSON {}

Excitement build as the planned events associated with the Easter season approach. There is much excitement in the community about
the showing at the Gard of the movie Fireproof, as well as the Jason Gray concert. This is our most important outreach effort of the
year , and wil|l be a time of great opportunity f or attthismeKi
of year, many who dondédt know Jesus may reach out t o ype-tt
ple are so interested in Him. It is crucial that we are all ready, at all times, to share the reason we love and trust Jesus (1 Peter 3:15).

Efforts continue in the development of the caring ministries to those within the fellowship of believers, including the growth of a cadre
of people to make those supporting contacts. That fiegihtheo r
Acts 6 passage that characterizes that function.

The Inreach Team is taking life, led by Violet Touchton, Kathy Kieler and Eva Cry. They are planning a number of events, including a
pot luck for the fellowship in early May. The function of this team is to provide opportunities for our church body to enjoy one an-

ot herdos fellowship, and to grow the relationshi pgqforwaav e
productively for the Kingdom.

Efforts with the bus continue. It needs painting before it can be legally used for the purposes we intend, which include picking up peo-
ple in the community that would not otherwise have the opportunity to get to church. AWANA and Sunday School are ministries that
bus use would help support.

Lastly, we have been able to improve the term of the mortgage on the loan for our church building. We have reduced the interest rate
by almost a full percentage point, which means that over the course of the year, an additional $3,500 will go toward reduction of loan
principle, rather than interest. The balance of the loan is under $400,000.
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1 POT LUCKBring Hispanic themed foods TACO BAR PROVIDED by SGCC
1 Wear bright colors or Hispanic appropriate costumes

1 Games and music with a Latino/Hispanic flavor

1 Learn about our missionaries serving Spanish speaking people

1 Info on reaching Hispanic neighbors

Cinco de Mayo is a date of great importance for the Mexican and Chicano communities. It marks
the victory of the Mexican Army over the French at the Battle of Puebla. Although the Mexican

army was eventually defeated, the "Batalla de Puebla" came to represent a symbol of Mexican unity
and patriotism. With this victory, Mexico demonstrated to the world that Mexico and all of Latin
America were willing to defend themselves from any foreign intervention and especially those from
imperialist states bent on world conquest.
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FREE showing Friday, April 3 and
Saturday, April 4, 7:00 p.m.
at the Gard Theatre
downtown Spring Green.

Come and bring a friend.

Also, showing Friday, April 17 at 7:00 p.m.
at Spring Green Community Church.

©
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Jason gray here
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SU/TD = Set-up/ Tear-down

Online Perpetual Calendar
Continually Updated
For the latest information, check the church website at
www.sgcommunitychurch.org and click on
Calendar icon
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DIVORCE( AT€.

The tender grace of Jesus offered comfort for all who came to Him in need.
The healing of the paralytic, | owered through the ceilir
healing would not have occurred without the bold friendship and faith of friends.
If you, or someone you know, has experienced the pain of divorce, please encourage them to attend.

Please feel comfortable attending at any time.

For more information, please call 588 -2442.

Deadline for entries for the
May Newsletter

April 21
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

3
% Our church participates in the RV Prayer Shawl Ministry. People making prayer shawls and prayer blan- %
g kets pray for the person who will receive the shawl or blanket. If you are someone who crochets, knits, g
g quilts, or sews and would like to make a prayer shawl or blanket, please contact Rose Ellen Schneider or g
g Kathy Kieler. If you know someone who needs a prayer shawl or blanket, we received a donation of g
% prayer blankets and shawls so we have some on hand to distribute. %
g Please contact Rose Ellen 588-2033 or Kathy 546-6761. g
2 080083083083083083083083083085083080830808503 0303030505050 08ed0d0d0d08080080890850830830830830850830850850808508 08005005005 p0d08 e 0dbedhoded00808000 x

.

By: Rose Ellen Schneider

GriefShare is a 13 week grief education and support gragple who have lost a loved one due to a death
may join the group at any timgach video session is complete in itsi&dffer the video, we spend time discuss-
ing the points of interest from the video, and how it relates to our lives, as we learn to live without our love
ones. One of the biggest things we learn is how to help others as they journey through their grief experienc
If you would like to help with GriefShare in some way, or if you have any other questions, please contact
Rose Ellen Schneider 58833, Amy Mellor 938260, or Rita Marit 588313.
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Serving Christ in April
Nursery
April 58 Nancy Accola and Laura Meinholz
April 126 Tammy Shaffer and Jenna Wahl

April 19- Susan Glass and Ethan Graves

April 260 Jeanie Welsh and Madeline Miller

Fellowship Servers and Food Preparers

April 5- Servers: Peggy Hoffman and Fay Cozine
Food: Rita Marit and Terri Pardee

April 12- Servers: Maureen Enerson and Alice Hottman
Food: Carol Wells and Jeanie Welsh

April 199 Servers: Kathy Mims and Becky Miller
Food: Marian LeCount and Kaaren Larson

April 260 Servers: Linda Huff and Carol Wells
Food: Jan Kraemer and Alice Hottman

The Easter Lily

Often cal l-readb dadct ea filovhtiltees of hop
lilies were found growing in the Garden of Gethsemane after
Christbés agony. Tradition has

sprung up where drops of Chri st

final hours of sorrow and deep distress. Churches continue this

tradition at Easter time by banking their altars and surrounding

their crosses with masses of Easter Lilies, to commemorate the

resurrection of Jesus Christ and hope of life everlasting.

CHALLENGE
Can you find 12 lilies like the one at the left hidden through-
out the newsletter?




Page 10

3133 (83 (83 (£3)($3) (33 (33 ($3) (£3) (£3) ($3) ($3) (83 (&3

Upcoming Events and Dates to Remember

Friday, April 3, 7:00 p.m.-Fireproof movie at the Gard Theatre.
Saturday, April 4, 7:00 p.m-Fireproof movie at the Gard Theatre
Saturday, April 11, 6:30 p.m- Jason Gray Concert

Easter Sunday, April 12, 10:30 a.m.Jason Gray leads worship.
Friday, April 17, 7:00 p.m.- Fireproof movie night at the church.
Monday, April 20, 10:30 a.m:12:30 p.m.-Food Pantry distribution
Monday, April 20, 4:30-6:30 p.m- Food Pantry distribution

$3)(33)($3) | $3) |33) ($3) (83 |33) ($3) ($3) |83) (23] (33) (23] |83
Together we make a difference

) (33) (38)(38) (32 (38) (32
3] ($3) (38)(38) (32 (38) (32

Praise God
from whom all SOA e
bIeSSingS Weekly Giving for March 2009

March 1-General $4,224.01
Food Pantry-$124.00
Benevolence $43.00

March 8 General $4,472.84
Food Pantry $144.00
Benevolence $110.00

March 15 -General $2,509.74
Food Pantry $295.0
UKe M 7 March 22-Generat $2,516.05

Food Pantry-$400.00

OVCZ, ZQ(ICZL us fo pray

March 29-General??

£
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April Birthdays

4/2 PJ Meinholz

4/2 Helen McCaffrey
4/3 Joey Hutchings
4/8 Peter Anderson
4/8 Zylus Johnson

4/8 Brock Padley
4/13 May Amacher
4/14 Marian LeCount
4/15 Jim McVeigh
4/15 Madeline Morgan
4/15 Amy Mellor
4/18 Kathy Mims
4/20 Heidi Kieler
4/21 Stephani Johnson
4/21 Jurae Vossekuil
4/22 Jacob Manning
4/26 Roger Creasey
4/26 Joan Hook

4/27 Lee Weiand

April Anniversaries

4/4 Marvin and Nora Moe
4/8 Jason and Staci Sprecher

CELEBRATING AN N\

+ ’"‘:7/' HILDEISA T

we missed your
birthday or anniversary

or if we listed it incorrectly,

please let the office know.
If you are new and have not given
us that information, please phone

or email the office.
588-2442 or
sgchurch@charterinternet.com

New dates this summer
for VBS
August 3 -7, 2009

9:00 a.m. to 12 noon s —- M&Z\

Us At VBQ?




The Crossroad

a monthly publication of the
Spring Green Community Church
Pastor Darryl Hollenbeck

Purpose:
Winning people to faith in Jesus Christ and
equipping them for personal ministry

Objectives:
Evangelism
Worship
Discipleship
Ministry
Mot t o: Experiencing

Ministers: Every member of the Body of Christ
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Sunday School 9:15 a.m. ages 4 through adult
Worship at 10:30 a.m
DivorceCare Mondays at 7:00 p.m.
GriefShare Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
JELLO (712th grade youth group) Wednesdays&:30 p.m. during the
school year.
AWANA - Wednesdays, €7:30 p.m. during the school year
Food Pantry Distributioni Third Monday of each month,
10:30 Noon and 4:306:30 p.m.
lifeGroupsi various days and times.

Go d @Heck lwaw.Rycorhrudi§chuic®.brg or bulletin for details.

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Member of the National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches and
Willow Creek Association of Churches
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